


What Is Calligraphy?

Calligraphy is the visual art 
of writing. 

It was used in the Latin alphabet 
in Rome in 600BC. It was soon 
being carved into stones and 
painted on walls.

Churches encouraged the 
development of writing through 
scholars copying the Bible 
painstakingly by hand.



What Is Calligraphy?

An early example of British 
calligraphy is in the Lindisfarne 
Gospels. These were written by 
Eadfrith, Bishop of Lindisfarne, 
around AD698, but could have 
been earlier.



Tools

The tools of calligraphy are usually a pen and a brush.
Calligraphy pens write with nibs that may be flat, round or pointed.
Water-based writing ink is used and good quality paper, which will 
absorb the ink.
In medieval times, feathers dipped in ink were used. These were called 
quill pens.



Style

In medieval times, the style of 
Western calligraphy was to 
emphasise the first letter of each 
chapter, by ornately decorating it.
Quality writing had a rhythm and 
letters were a regular size with a 
"geometric" order of the lines on 
the page. Each character had, 
and often still has, a precise 
stroke order.

Individual letters are referred to 
as ‘characters’.



Calligraphy Worldwide

Calligraphy has been used in 
many countries for hundreds
of years.

In Ancient China, the oldest 
Chinese characters existing were 
Jiǎgǔwén (甲骨文) characters. 
Some date to 200BC.

Japanese and Korean calligraphies 
were influenced by Chinese 
calligraphy.



Islamic Calligraphy

The development of Islamic 
calligraphy is strongly tied to 
the Qur'an.

Calligraphy has become one of the 
major forms of artistic expression 
in Islamic culture.

The traditional tool of the Islamic 
calligrapher is the qalam. This is a 
pen which is normally made of 
dried reed or bamboo.



Getting Started

• a sheet of ordinary copy paper; 
• a ruler;
• two pencils joined together with 

elastic bands.

Using pencils is the best way to get an idea of form and movement.
You will need:



The Roundhead Alphabet

This alphabet is called the Roundhead alphabet, and is the easiest style 
of calligraphy to begin with. 
Use your two pencils together, on wide lines, to draw the first few letters 
of the Roundhead alphabet.



Using a Pen

Sometimes, they are called italic pens.
Think carefully about where you will start the letter and practise the 
rhythm of the writing.

When you are ready to use a pen, use one that has an angled nib like this:



Structure
Organisation is important as are the margins and height of letters.
Baseline: All the letters sit on this line. 
Waistline: This line is above the baseline. The body of the lower case
letters sit between waist and base.

Ascending line: This is the 
line that all your ascending 
letters look for, except the 
letter t. The ascending line 
makes sure all the ascenders 
are the same height.
Descending line: This line is 
below the baseline. The 
descending line makes all the 
descenders consistent.  



Have a Go!

Good luck, take your time, and keep practising.




