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What a turbulent, challenging year that Mrs Dodd and all the staff at the school have had to 
cope with. But cope they did and magnificently too! I cannot praise them enough for 
overcoming all the difficulties that the pandemic posed while finding new, innovative ways 
of ensuring that the children were kept safe and given emotional, spiritual and educational 
support. 
 
When the children were in school they were kept safe using frequently updated risk 
assessments which included the use of a fogger, deep cleaning, lots of sanitising units, 
frequent hand washing, the use of bubbles (this was a real challenge with only 4 classrooms) 
and social distancing for the older children. 
 
The school has had a duty to look after key worker children when others are being home 
schooled which has meant that some teachers have had to be in school at all times while 
others were using remote teaching methods. This has evolved through the year using a 
combination of lessons on Zoom, material being accessed through the school website and 
hard copy materials for children who haven’t been able to use digital versions. The school 
has leant laptops or tablets to children who have needed them. There has been a constant 
communication loop between school staff and children. In addition to teaching the children, 
staff have maintained frequent contact with parents to ensure theirs, and the children’s, 
wellbeing. 
 
In addition to core subjects, and to support wellbeing, the school has provided very well 
received yoga and PE lessons online and Rev’d Julie has conducted what she has called 
‘kitchen assemblies’, - literally from her kitchen but with some interruptions from Toby her 
dog! 
 
Unfortunately, Mrs Dodd and 3 other members of staff contracted Coronavirus but all have 
recovered now.  
 
All except 2 children returned to school on March 8 but they were ‘eased in’ and made to 
feel more comfortable by the school put on voluntary yoga sessions in bubbles the week 
before. Apparently, the children arrived nervous but left beaming having enjoyed the yoga 
and being reacquainted with their school friends.   
 
The teachers have conducted post lockdown informal assessments of the children and are 
using ‘catch up funding’ to put on additional lessons for those children who most need extra 
help. 
 
I, and the whole Governing Board, are very proud of how Mrs Dodd and all the school staff 
have overcome the many and varied challenges of this year, constantly keeping the 
children’s wellbeing front of mind. Well done all, we admire what you’ve achieved. 
 


