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Assessment Policy
‘Tell me and I forget. Teach me and I remember. Involve me and I learn’

Benjamin Franklin.
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1 Introduction

1.1 We believe that effective assessment provides information to improve teaching and

learning. (AfL) We give our children regular feedback on their learning so that they understand

what it is that they need to do better. This allows us to base our lesson plans on a detailed

knowledge of each pupil. We give parents termly reports on their child’s progress so that

teachers, children and parents are all working together to raise standards for all our

children.

1.2 There are different types of assessment.

(i) Formative assessment is the on-going assessment carried out by teachers both formally

and informally during a unit of work. The results of formative assessments have a direct

impact on the teaching materials and strategies employed immediately following the

assessment.

(ii) Summative assessment occurs at defined periods of the academic year such as

pre-determined SATs tests, PiRA and PUMA Tests (for reading and maths) or at the end of a

unit of work, e.g. science. Summative tests help teachers in making end of key stage “best fit”

assessments and are also of use in determining progress made.

1.3 We use Target Tracker to store assessment data. This then helps us to identify the

progress of individual children, and discuss this during PPR (Pupil Progress Review) meetings.

1.4 PPR meetings are held at the end of each term (autumn, spring, summer). During these

meetings, the progress of the children is discussed by looking at data that has been collected

over the period that a child has been at the school. Points for action are made and specific

areas of support and/or interventions are identified. These meetings are integral to the school

being able to allow children to make progress that is at least in line with the national average.

Governors are invited to attend.

2 Aims and objectives

2.1 The aims and objectives of assessment in our school are:

● to enable our children to demonstrate what they know, understand and can do in their work;

● to help our children understand what they need to do next to improve their work;

● to allow teachers to plan work that accurately reflects the needs of each child;

● to provide regular information for parents that enables them to support their child’s

learning;

● to provide the headteacher and governors with information that allows them to make

judgements about the effectiveness of the school.

3 Planning for assessment

3.1 We use our school’s curriculum plan to guide our teaching. This is based on the 2014 new

National Curriculum and is a two year rolling programme.

3.2 We plan our lessons with clear learning objectives and expected outcomes. We use

Assessment for Learning (AfL) to plan for future learning.
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3.3 Children self-assess and peer-assess against success criteria, often agreed upon by the

children during the lesson.  (Please see Marking and Feedback policy for further details).

4 Target setting

4.1 We set targets in mathematics and English for all our children.  We discuss individual

targets where necessary and communicate these to parents at Parent Consultation Meetings.

We revise these targets when necessary.

4.2 Targets are shared with the children in a variety of ways, dependent on the age of the

children. For example, this could be in books for the older children or on wall displays for the

younger children.

5 Recording

5.1 We recognise various methods of recording assessments. The type of assessment that we

make varies from subject to subject and between key stages, as is appropriate to the age and

ability of the children. We record information that affects future learning, and that can be

passed on through the school.

5.2 Target Tracker is used as an ongoing tool to record what has been achieved by pupils (some

staff use paper copies) and the “Steps” they have reached.

6 Reporting to parents

6.1 We have a range of strategies that keep parents fully informed of their child’s progress in

school. We encourage parents to contact the school if they have concerns about any aspect of

their child’s work.

6.2 We offer parents the opportunity to meet their child’s teacher termly.

6.3 At the end of each term, we give the parents a report of their child’s progress and

achievements so far. There is a space for parental/ teacher comments to be recorded at the

consultation meeting. The children are also encouraged to reflect on their own performance,

particularly for the summer term report.

7 Feedback to pupils (See Marking and Feedback policy for greater detail)

7.1 We believe that feedback to pupils is very important, as it tells them how well they have

done and what they need to do next in order to improve their work.

7.2 We give children verbal and/or written feedback on their work, either during the lesson, or

at the start of the next one. This feedback is to allow the children the time to make changes to

their work within a lesson. This could be related to the learning objective or that child’s specific

target.

7.3 We often encourage the children to make comments about their own work and the work of

fellow

pupils, e.g. WWW (what went well) and NS (next steps).

7.4 We allow time at the beginning of each lesson for the children to absorb any comments

written on their work and make responses to marking as appropriate. We do this to ensure that

the time that our teachers spend marking really has an impact on the children’s work.

8 Monitoring and review

3



8.1 Our assessment co-ordinator and Subject Leaders are responsible for monitoring the

implementation of this policy. We allocate special time for this vital task.

8.2 We have an assessment time table which is reviewed regularly to help staff. Appendix 1.

Reviewed in line with the Policy Review Cycle
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