
Reading

Woodham Walter aims to be a school that confidently teaches every child to be a

reader. The aspiration for each of our children is based upon the need for them to

enter the world of work as articulate and literate individuals with a strong love of

reading. Competence in reading is the key to independent learning and has a direct

effect on progress in all other areas of the curriculum. We want our children to be

‘readers’, not just children who can read. At Woodham Walter, the curriculum for

reading is delivered so that each child becomes an enthusiastic reader with the

necessary skills to tackle any text.  Children are taught the appropriate strategies in

reading, including phonic skills, word recognition and the use of picture and contextual

cues to develop comprehension skills and increase independence in reading for

enjoyment.

The teaching of reading begins at the very start of the EYFS year with the promotion

of listening skills and the teaching of phonics. We use a combination of Letters and

Sounds and Jolly Phonics to inform planning. Children learn both the phoneme and the

grapheme at the same time, building up a knowledge of sounds, practicing blending and

segmenting to decode and understand the meaning of the words on the page.   A bank

of non-decodable words (‘Tricky words’), are gradually taught alongside the phonemes,

building up a multi-skilled approach to reading.

Phonics teaching continues into year 1 and year 2. At the end of Year 1 children take

the statutory Phonics Screening Test, retaking it in Year 2 if they have not already

achieved the threshold pass rate the previous year. Year 2 children that have passed

the phonics screening checks begin to follow our whole school spelling scheme ‘No

Nonsense Spelling’.

At Key Stage 2 a scheme of work called Reading Explorers is utilised.  The Guided

Skills-Based Journey is a series of books aimed at developing key reading and study

skills within a wide variety of genres, both fiction and non-fiction, which will allow

children to access, interpret and understand what they are reading.  This is achieved

through warm-up questioning, studying words in context (essential vocab), looking at

inference, evaluative questioning and challenge.

Reading Gladiators, a programme to motivate and challenge children who have the

potential to read in greater depth is introduced from Year 2.  These structured

sessions provide a positive reading atmosphere where children can gain a deeper

understanding of a variety of texts through discussion and activities.

Comprehension skills are developed in all year groups through discussion, with adults,

individually and in small groups or as a class.  Adult led “Guided Reading” sessions take

place regularly and all classes share a story at the end of the day, widening and

developing pupil’s understanding of vocabulary and encouraging a love of reading.



Writing

At Woodham Walter, the curriculum for writing is delivered so that all children become

effective and efficient writers.  The writing curriculum teaches pupils to write for a

variety of audiences, acquiring the knowledge and skills to communicate effectively for

a range of purposes.

Across the school, writing is taught in a cross curricular way through the Cornerstones

Curriculum and incorporates a range of genres.  Our topics are planned to expose

children to a balance of fiction, non-fiction and poetry texts. We use “Cold tasks” at

the beginning of a new genre to assess what children can already do and “hot tasks” at

the end to evidence how much progress they have made.   In between, we analyse texts,

looking at structure, vocabulary, grammar, spelling, punctuation, genre specific features

and effectiveness. 

Over the course of each term children write many different genres of text and are

often given the opportunities to write their own text based on what they have read.

Spelling

From Year 1 we use No Nonsense Spelling which teaches spelling in a 'little-but-often'

structure allowing children to revisit and review, learn new strategies and apply. A

variety of strategies are suggested so that children with different learning styles can

find out what works well for them.  This spelling programme includes the age related

lists of exception words as set out in the National Curriculum.

Handwriting

Woodham Walter pupils are taught pre-cursive handwriting from EYFS.  This

encourages them to include the ascenders and descenders when forming their letters,

enabling easier joining later on.

Children work towards earning a ‘pen licence’.  This is an honour bestowed on children

only when their handwriting in all subject areas is consistently correctly formed and

neatly presented.


