
INTENT STATEMENT FOR HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY

In geography children learn about and consider the importance of physical, natural and

human features in their local area and the wider world. Factual recall of places and feature

names mostly begins with the United Kingdom for younger children and this grows over time

to include those in the wider world. Geography provokes and answers questions about the

natural and human worlds, using different scales of enquiry to view them from different

perspectives. It develops an understanding of maps, and a range of investigative and

problem-solving skills. Geography is a focus within the curriculum for understanding

environmental and sustainable development issues. It is also an important link between the

natural and social sciences. As pupils study geography, they encounter different societies and

cultures. This helps them realise how nations rely on each other. It can inspire them to think

about their own place in the world, their values, and their rights and responsibilities to other

people and their environment.

In history, children learn about significant people and events and the influence they have on

society. Children are encouraged to question how we know what life was like and consider

the reliability of evidence. History fires pupils’ curiosity about the past in Britain and the

wider world. Pupils consider how the past influences the present and what past societies were

like. Pupils develop a chronological framework for their knowledge of significant events and

people. They see the diversity of human experience, and understand more about themselves as

individuals and members of society. In history, pupils find evidence, weigh it up and reach their

own conclusions. The children research, sift through evidence, and argue for their point of view

– skills that are prized in adult life.

History and Geography are often taught separately but can be linked as both are designed

to have a “local” aspect.

Intent

The 2014 National Curriculum for History and Geography aims to ensure that all children

become fluent in the fundamentals of History and Geography knowledge and understanding.

How we teach humanities

At Woodham Walter we follow the Cornerstones Curriculum topic areas which include History

and Geography units throughout a two year cycle. We hook children into a topic by hosting an

engaging activity, then build on the children’s knowledge and skills.

We also investigate past events and important people by using drama and creative arts to help

children have a better understanding of the past and how it relates to the present.


